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Federation University Australia acknowledges the 
Custodians of the lands and waters where our 
campuses are located and recognise their continuing 
responsibilities to care for country at these sites of 
teaching and learning. We pay our respects to Elders 
past and present and extend our respects to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander First Nations 
Peoples.

The Aboriginal Traditional Custodians of the lands and 
waters where our campuses, centres and field stations 
are located include:

Wimmera:   Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, 
  Wergaia, Jupagulk

Ballarat:   Wadawurrung

Berwick:   Boon Wurrung

Gippsland:  Gunai Kurnai

Nanya Station: Mutthi Mutthi and Barkindji

Brisbane:   Turrbal and Jagera
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Agenda

- Definition of Education Pathways in Australia 
- National snapshot of International Students 
and Pathways
- Research – Sun & Davison 2023
- Purpose of Pathway Programs
- FedUni Pathway Programs
- Case Study
- Questions
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What is Educational Pathways in Australia?

Education pathways can include English 
Language preparation, Vocational Education and 
Training (VET), Foundation Studies and Higher 
Education Diploma programs.
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/en/plan-your-studies/australias-education-
system#:~:text=Education%20pathways%20can%20include%20English,study%20credits%20for%20prior%20lear
ning.
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What is size of the International student 
market in Australia?

https://www.education.gov.au/international-education-data-and-research/international-student-numbers-country-
state-and-territory
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What is size of the International student 
market in Victoria?

https://www.education.gov.au/international-education-data-and-research/international-student-numbers-country-
state-and-territory
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What is size of the International student 
market in monetary terms?

https://www.education.gov.au/international-education-data-and-research/education-export-income-calendar-year
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What is the size of the Pathways market in 
Australia?

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTMzNzcwZTUtMjVjNy00NjhkLTkxOGItM2Q5MDEyM2Q1Zjg2IiwidCI6Im
RkMGNmZDE1LTQ1NTgtNGIxMi04YmFkLWVhMjY5ODRmYzQxNyJ9

2023 ELICOS
146,666 (+56%)

2023 NON 
AWARD
31,575 (+38%)

2023 VET
313,978 (+18%)
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Research – University Preparation Programs
Alice Sun & Chris Davison (2023) University Preparation Programs in Australia: International Student Perspective
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/21582440231181304.

Purpose:
This study explored UNSW international students perception on the effectiveness of University 
preparation pathways, with a focus on two areas:
 - Academic competence
 - Sociocultural competence
Method:
Mixed method research design, using a questionnaire and focus group interviews.
Results:
 - Questionnaire: EAL students (n=81), 56 students returned (39 females, 17 males)

 - Focus Group: EAL students (n=4), 3 females and 1 female.  
Discussion:
The following are the discussion points of the research:
 - Courses prepared the students academically in English Language proficiency, subject 

content, and academic skills (specifically academic writing).
 - Oral English had a limited effect, students benefited more from joining social groups.
 - Students perceived the preparation in subject content knowledge as the most important parts 

of the pathway courses for them.  Success in second relied on this preparation.
 - There was an increase in general skills including communication with these students.
 - The ability to do assessments similar to HE was beneficial for success in 2nd year.
 - Establishment of connections with fellow students, teachers, etc helped with transition.
 - Positive teacher student interactions were critical to the success of the students socially.
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Purpose of Pathway Programs
- The purpose of the Pathway programs are to:

- Improve access to students that cannot gain entry into Higher Education 
programs

- provide academic support to those students that require it (embed skills)
- provide English language support for students that require it (embed 

skills)
- improve socialisation, well-being, and longevity of students within the 

University by scaffolding the learning, using pedagogy (Blooms 
taxonomy), increasing the activities to practice and learn, small group and 
individual learning methods.

- ensure the transition of pathway students to future programs within the 
University is seamless (the goal is 100% of students transfer to Higher 
Education)

- Tuition pattern is pathways is different to Higher Education
- Measure student performance



CRICOS Provider No. 00103D 
RTO Code 4909

FedUni Higher Education Pathway Programs

English for 
Academic Purposes 

3 
Entry 4.5, Exit 5.0 

IELTs 

English for Academic Purposes 
4 

Entry 5.0, Exit 5.5 IELTs 
EAP 4A (5wks), EAP 4B (5wks)

English for Academic Purposes 
5 

Entry 5.5, Exit 6.0 IELTs 
EAP 5A (5wks), EAP 5B (5wks)

English for Academic Purposes 
6 

Entry 6.0, Exit 6.5 IELTs 
EAP 6A (5wks), EAP 6B (5wks)

Foundation Studies Program
Courses:
-English Language A
-Intro to IT
-Intro to Business/Law
-Intro to Maths
-English Language B
-Intro to Health
-Intro to Education
-Intro to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander People’s History

Entry:
-Completion of Year 11 equivalent
-IELTs overall band 5.5 (with
 no individual band below 5.0)
Exit:
-Diploma Programs 
-HE programs

HE Diploma Programs
Delivering:
-Diploma of Business
-Diploma of IT
-Diploma of Engineering

Developing:
-Diploma of Health (2024)
Please note: streams include 
Nursing, Psychology, Sport and 
Exercise Science

Entry:
-Successful completion of VCE, or 
it’s equivalent, such as an 
interstate or International Year 12 
qualification.
-IELTs overall band 5.5 (with
 no individual band below 5.5)
Exit:
-HE programs

Undergraduate Degrees
HE Diploma matched credit
-Bachelor of Business
-Bachelor of IT
-Bachelor of Engineering
-Bachelor of Nursing
-Bachelor of Psychology
-Bachelor of Sports, Exercise 
Science

Entry:
-Successful completion of VCE, or 
it’s equivalent, such as an 
interstate or International Year 12 
qualification.
-IELTs overall band 6.0 (with
 no individual band below 6.0)
-IELTs overall band 7.0 (with
 no individual band below 7.0) for 
Bachelor of Nursing 

Students that qualify to enter 
Diploma Programs

Students that qualify to enter 
Foundation Program

Students that qualify to enter 
Undergraduate Programs

General English 2 
Entry 4.0, Exit 4.5 
IELTs (10 weeks)

General English 1
Entry 3.5, Exit 4.0 
IELTs (10 weeks)
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FedUni Higher Education Pathway Programs

- In 2023 we delivered:
- Higher Education Diploma of Information Technology
- Higher Education Diploma of Engineering
- Higher Education Diploma of Business

- In 2024 we are delivering:
- Higher Education Diploma of Information Technology
- Higher Education Diploma of Engineering
- Higher Education Diploma of Business
- Foundation Studies Program
- English for Academic Purposes
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Example of HE Diploma Programs – Case 
Study
Actual Information extracted from analysis of a medium sized University within Victoria 
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Example of HE Diploma Programs – Case 
Study 
Actual Information extracted from analysis of a medium sized University within Victoria
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Example of a Foundation Program – Case 
Study
Actual Information extracted from analysis of a medium sized University within Victoria 
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Questions
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